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suggestions. 1 It is appropriate
here to make several points concerning terminol ogy. The literal English translation of the German word "hermeneu tics" is interpretation.
In the modern world, the term was first applied in the human sciences in attempts to offer explanations of ambiguous and allegorical passages of the Bible and the Torah. In the twentieth century, the term has come to mean something more than that. The German term has been widely adopted for English use and refers to a specific approach to understanding and explaining in the so cial sciences and humanities. The upshot is that we need to take account of the forms of moral evaluation of the members of the polity or the society we are studying. To fail to account for those 
